Mercy 

"The quality of mercy is not strain'd.
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest:
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes."

So Portia speaks in Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice, in Act IV, Scene 1. Then she continues: 

" But mercy is above this sceptered sway;
It is enthroned in the heart of kings;
It is an attribute to God himself;
And earthly power doth then show likest God's
When mercy seasons justice."

And in today's readings we are challenged to reflect God's outpouring mercy in our lives. In Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 28 we are warned:

" Forgive your neighbour the wrong he has done, and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray. Does one person harbour anger against another and yet seek healing from the Lord?"

Furthermore, we are warned not to harbour vengeance or let hurt fester like an unhealed wound, for "Remember the end of your life and cease from enmity."

It sounds impossible, just as Peter is told to forgive seventy times seven...but we are told to "forgive your brother from your heart" (Matthew 18:35). 

Mercy is 'an attribute from God himself' shown and lived in Christ. If we are truly Christian, then we are called to let mercy flow through our lives. What a radical demand!

This is only possible thanks to God's gracious mercy flowing through us to others.

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Amen. 

