Reflection on the gospel of the seventeenth Sunday in ordinary time (Year A)

In todays gospel, Jesus tells the parable of a man who discovers a hidden treasure in a field. Through this simple story He reveals the righteousness and incomparable value of the Kingdom of Heaven. At first glance, it seems to be of unexpected wealth, where a man stumbles upon a priceless treasure and is prepared to sell everything he owns in order to acquire it. Yet the true focus is not the treasure itself, but the man’s response. Filled with awe at what he has found, he is willingly giving up everything he possesses so that he may obtain the treasure in a rightful and legitimate way. 

Obviously, the lessons of the gospels are always related to the immaterial treasures of life. God created the world not to leave mankind to its own unruly nature but He let them share in the talents of His life. The awe for these gifts should open the door to our true potential to become compatible for a life with God in the Kingdom of Heaven.

We are all on a journey through this life in the world. But we can not complete that journey with only  ourselves to consider. Our nature has been created to share the talents of each other’s life. The more we share our life with our fellow human beings the closer we get to our God. Without that sharing we die because there will be no hope left to expand the livelihood for which humanity was originally created. All we have to do is to find these treasures of life through the care for others.
